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ning to range on equal terms with his divine gift of expression, yet 
in the larger part of his achievement the value of the form predomi- 
nates. Much of what Keats left is indeed, in the glowing phrase of 
Mr. Swinburne, " absolutely faultless, visibly unsurpassable." And how 
much care Keats took with his form, thus fortunately preserved unin- 
jured, how much pains in the transmission of the vase containing the 
sacred fire, is illustrated by one of his letters quoted at page 314 of 
the present edition. Writing to Mr. Taylor, under date of June 11, 
1820, he finds some alterations made for the worse in "St. Agnes' 
Eve," as the proofs were passing through the press. In the seventh 
stanza he cancels this reading : — 

" Her maiden eyes incline 

Still on the floor, while many a sweeping train 

Pass by." 

" 'T was originally written," he said, 

' Her maiden eyes divine, 
Fix'd on the floor, saw many a sweeping train 
Pass by.' 

My meaning is quite destroyed in the alteration. I do not use train 
for concourse of passers-by, but for skirts sweeping along the floor." 

Other changes here given are of equal interest, notably in the " Ode 
to Melancholy," at page 236. But the chief service rendered in this 
edition is the collection, now made for the first time, of the whole of 
Keats's verse, including even, in Lord Houghton's phrase, " some worth- 
less compositions," and the arrangement of the whole in chronological 
order as "a faithful, self-drawn picture of a short and sad poetic life." 
The prefixed biography of Keats is a serviceable one ; but it is written 
with a somewhat less clear and careful touch than that which a 
younger generation than Lord Houghton's has learned to look for in a 
similar case, — a generation accustomed to the painstaking biographical 
etudes of French and German editors. 



11. — The Life of Marie Antoinette, Queen of France. By Charles 
Duke Yonge, Regius Professor of Modern History and English Liter- 
ature in Queen's College, Belfast, etc. New York : Harper and Brothers. 
1876. 8vo. pp. 473. 

This is one of those too frequent biographies in which the author's 
language of extravagant and almost unmixed eulogy puts the reader on 
his guard at once. Mr. Yonge seems to have forgotten that the spirit 
in which a modern professor can claim the right to teach us history is 
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not quite that in which Burke flamed into his famous panegyric on this 
same heroine, that " surely never lighted on this orb, which she hardly 
seemed to touch, a more delightful vision." With all the ardor of an 
equal devotion to the beautiful French queen, this most recent among 
her defenders rushes to her aid as though she had but newly been as- 
sailed, and champions her cause with a spirit that does more honor to 
his heart than to his head. Perhaps, like Burke, he too laments that 
"the age of chivalry is gone; that of sophisters, economists, and cal- 
culators has succeeded " : but even the threat of this reproach cannot 
keep us from the opinion that he has written a most ill-considered book. 

At this distance of time, as Mr. Yonge himself admits with fatal 
readiness (p. 37), "there is perhaps no person of historical impor- 
tance whose conduct, in every transaction of gravity or interest, is more 
minutely known, or whose character there are fuller materials for appre- 
ciating," than Marie Antoinette. That conduct and character have cer- 
tainly been fully canvassed, and an estimate has been formed of them 
which neither time nor any recent revelations have greatly changed. 
The comparatively few faults have been forgotten ; the many merits 
and the occasional signs of greatness have been carefully remembered ; 
the great pathos and beauty and courage of her last days will always 
make her a heroine to the readers of history. But it is impossible not 
to rebel against the demand that this estimate shall be replaced by one 
which either does away with her errors altogether or deduces virtues 
from them ; and it is such a demand that Mr. Yonge has made of us. 
Still more impossible is it to connive at the attempt to give new lustre 
to her life and qualities by the simple process of blackening those of 
her contemporaries ; and this endeavor Mr. Yonge seems to us to make 
with an impulsive thoughtlessness that hardly wins him confidence. 

In both these directions he does not hesitate at a little inconsistency. 
" The part which she took against the great minister [Turgot]," he 
says, — a part of which he is forced to confess that " France and all 
Europe to this day feel the sad effects," — " was the fruit of mere incon- 
siderateness, and ignorance of the feelings and necessities of the nation ; 
and that, if site had known the depth of the people's distress, and the 
degree in which it was caused by the viciousness of the whole existing 
system of government, she would gladly have promoted every measure 
which could tend to their relief, we may find abundant proof in a letter 
which she had written to her mother." The italics are ours, of course ; 
but they merely serve to point out what we submit is a somewhat pecul- 
iar statement for an author who, a few pages before, has been holding 
up his heroine as strong in statecraft and political penetration, and pene- 
trated by a desire " to promote the happiness of the people," which was 
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not a mere "barren philanthropy," but an intelligent purpose. The 
attempt to show that Marie Antoinette comprehended the needs of 
France, the influences at work around her, or the causes of popular dis- 
content, is useless ; and the unconscious admission in the paragraph 
that we have quoted shows that Mr. Yonge must feel it to be so. 

If it is difficult in a few words to give a correct idea of the extrava- 
gant tone of praise that forms the one repellent feature of this book, a 
few extracts will at least afford an indication of the wholesale denuncia- 
tion that forms the other. It is against Lafayette that perhaps the 
worst specimens of this are^ directed ; and an example of them will 
fairly show the kind of loose statement on which Mr. Yonge expects us 
to rely, as well as a very easy method of pulling down a popular hero. 
He quotes in a footnote on page 266 a remark said to have been made 
by Napoleon at St. Helena, that Lafayette was a man " sans talents, ni 
civils ni militaires," and of " idees vagues de liberty." And having 
cited this opinion of an enemy with all the confidence that could be 
shown if the undoubted facts of history sustained it, he proceeds to 
amplify it into this : " He [Lafayette] had taken no part in the debates, 
being entirely destitute of political abilities ; and he had apparently no 
very distinct political views, but wavered between a desire for a republic, 
such as that of which he had witnessed the establishment in America, 
and a feeling in favor of a limited monarchy, such as he understood to 
exist in Great Britain, though he had no accurate comprehension of its 
most essential principles. But his ruling passion was a desire for popu- 
larity ; and as he had always been vain of his unbending ill-manners as 
a proof of his liberal sentiments, and as his vanity made him regard 
kings and queens with a general dislike as being of a rank superior to 
his own, he looked on the present occurrence as a favorable opportunity 
for showing marked disrespect to Louis." This is the mild introduction 
given to the character of the republican Marquis ; but this is but a step 
toward what follows. As commander-in-chief of the National Guard 
and protector of the palace, he sought " every opportunity to gain an 
ignoble popularity by an ostentatious disregard of all their [the royal 
family's] wishes, and of all courtesy, not to say decency, in his behavior 
to them." These accusations lead on to a perfect storm against the 
unhappy Lafayette ; he figures as one of the queen's chief persecutors 
throughout the story ; he. " plays a double game " ; he is her evil genius, 
and she distrusts him rightly after all that she has "suffered at his 
hands." The very index to his exploits has a certain vindictiveness ; 
he " shows insolence to the royal family," " insults the nobles who 
come to protect the king," "shows personal animosity to the king," 
etc. ; and Mr. Yonge casts him into his Austrian prison burdened 
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with a load of obloquy that fairly defeats its own purpose. Mirabeau is 
another target for this kind of attack. The man who truly said, when 
he lay dying, that he " carried in his heart the death-dirge of the French 
monarchy, " — the one man who could and would have saved the 
crown, — seems to Mr. Yonge another of Marie Antoinette's brutal per- 
secutors, another of the vindictive enemies of her peace and insulters of 
her majesty. Throughout the book there is something personal, some- 
thing indescribably angry and hot-headed, in the way in which Mr. Yonge 
espouses his heroine's cause ; and one has an inclination to smile at his 
fiercest invectives, and transfer his attention from the argument to the 
indications of the author's ardent temper. 

Certain features of Mr. Yonge's style are perhaps less worthy of atten- 
tion. Yet we confess that his translations from French documents occa- 
sionally seem to us conspicuously awkward ; nor are we prepared to find 
Goethe spoken of with somewhat unnecessary particularity as " the cele- 
brated German writer, Goethe." We are not informed which biography 
is meant when Mr. Yonge refers to "Goethe's biography, p. 287," for his 
authority as to the " celebrated writer " ; and there are similar instances 
of rather slipshod reference throughout his notes. 



12. — Report of the Board of Commissioners of the New Tori; State Survey. 

Probably few of us are aware that we do not possess any maps of 
our Eastern States which are worthy of the name. Those which our 
map-publishers furnish us are the best, doubtless, that can be made 
from the material which is available, but they are wanting in the 
essential characteristics of a good map, in that they do not accurately 
represent the location of the points indicated upon them, nor do they 
pretend to give any information as to the surface-character of the region 
indicated. A good map must not only be accurate, but must distin- 
guish mountains from valleys, and give such details that, when we see 
it, we can form a definite idea of the character of country it represents ; 
whereas from our present maps it would seem as easy to build a straight 
railroad from New York to Buffalo as from Chicago to St. Louis, and 
the only distinction indicated between the fertile valley of the Mohawk 
and the desolate wilds of the Adirondacks is that one is colored blue 
and the other pink, or vice versa, as the case may be. Without accurate 
maps and well-defined boundaries there never can be any certain and 
undisputed titles to land. Without good topographical maps no great 
railroad line can be intelligently laid out, as the present deplorable 
financial status of railroad interests throughout the country abundantly 



